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  NEWS

No:009
Chalkpit Farm, Adisham Road, Bekesbourne, Nr Canterbury, Kent. CT4 5EU
01227 832322
Once again time is whizzing by. On 6th March we celebrate our 2nd birthday. We continue to enjoy meeting you and all your pets and we are overwhelmed by how busy we have been. Thank you for all your support. 
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We have now taken on another full time vet to help us. Simon Knowles is starting with us at the beginning of March. Simon qualified from Bristol University in 2005. He spent 2 years in a rural mixed practice in Somerset before returning to Kent where he grew up and still has family nearby. Simon’s areas of interest include diagnostic ultrasound, soft tissue and orthopaedic surgery and companion animal behavioural medicine. Outside of work, Simon enjoys playing rugby for a local club, photography and computing. He is also looking forward to his first ever skiing trip to the Alps at Easter. We are very excited that Simon is joining us and feel he will fit in really well here.
He is looking forward to meeting you all soon.
We also have to say a temporary good bye to Emma who goes on Maternity leave at the beginning of April. We wish her and her family best wishes. We know lots of you will really miss her, we certainly shall but she has assured us she’ll be back towards the end of the year. While Emma is away Cate will be covering Mondays and Fridays for her. Many of you may have met Cate as she has worked here at weekends.
We also have some dates for your diaries:-
We are holding our annual Open Day on Bank Holiday Monday 5th May from 
12 – 4pm. We will have lots of animals, face painting, dog training demonstrations and a chance for you to have a look behind the scenes and talk to us all as well as an easy quiz with great prizes to be won. All the shops in the yard will be open so it should be a fun day out and we’d love to see you all.

We are also holding a fun Charity Dog Show on Saturday 7th June, further details will follow in the next newsletter, but keep the date free!

Now the weather is warmer and the evenings are a bit more inviting we have arranged another free client talk. On Thursday 10th April we are lucky to have Charlie Scott coming to talk about pet behaviour and answer any questions you might have. Charlie is a locally renowned behaviourist with over 15 years experience in pet behaviour he has had many articles published and been on the radio. It should be a very informative and entertaining evening. This will be held at Bekesbourne Village Hall at 8pm. Please ring and let us know if you would like to reserve a place.
We have also got some exciting promotions for you this newsletter.
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March has been designated National Vaccination Month. Many people have their puppies and kittens vaccinated and then tend to forget subsequent boosters. If boosters are more than 3 months overdue then a restart course of 2 vaccines is required to boost the immune system which is more expensive. Throughout March we are offering you the restart course for the price of a booster so there are no excuses to not get your pet up to date with those vaccines. Ring us on 01227 832322 and we can restart your pets vaccines and ensure they are better protected.
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We are also designating the whole of April ‘ Spring Clean’ month and are offering you the chance to ‘Spring Clean’ your pet of all the fleas and worms that will be multiplying rapidly as the weather gets warmer. 

You can book a free ‘Spring Clean’ consult with lots of helpful advice on flea and worm treatment for your pet and home. We have a huge range of products to suit the needs of your particular pet, ranging from liquids and granules to pills, sprays and spot-ons and we are more than happy to do the treatment for you when you bring your pet in. These consults are available 7 days a week throughout April so ring on 01227 832322 and book a time that is convenient for you.

We now send our newsletter out to well over 2000 people and would be grateful if on your next visit you could spend a few moments with one of our receptionists, Jan or Carol just checking all your details are up to date. In particular if you would like to receive future newsletters and reminders by email please let us know your email address. You can always contact us on email if you have any questions or need to book an appointment. Our address is info@bournevets.co.uk and we will always get back to you the same day. We can also arrange repeat prescriptions by email, but as with phone requests we require 24 hours notice before you pick the drugs up.
We now use a courier service to pick up all our lab samples after 7pm each night which means we no longer have to rely on Royal Mail. We know that the laboratory will receive the samples at 9 am the next day and so we are getting much faster results. It is reassuring to know that samples arrive safely and that you get results as soon as possible.
This is the time of year that all rabbit owners should ensure their myxomatosis vaccines are up to date. We saw a worryingly high number of cases last year and several rabbits we were unfortunately unable to save. It is a very debilitating and often fatal disease and vaccination will provide protection and peace of mind.

Please note, over Easter we will be open as normal on Saturday 22nd March from 9am until 5pm but on Good Friday, Easter Sunday and Easter Monday there will be no routine appointments, emergency service only, so if you have any concerns please book in for a check up before the Easter break.
We have some great Easter treats for your pets. As the theobromine in chocolate is toxic to dogs and cats we have carob or rawhide Easter eggs for dogs and yoghurt and catnip Easter eggs for cats please come in and have a look! 
We wish you all a very Happy Easter.







